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LECTURE   II.
ANCIENT   MATERIALISM.
IN the present day there is no kind of anti-theism, no kind of atheism, so prevalent and so formidable as materialism. Wherever we find just now an anti-theistic or atheistic system popular, we may be certain that it is either a form of materialism or that it has originated in materialism, and draws from it its life and support. It is necessary for us, therefore, to turn our attention to materialism, the chief and central source of contemporary anti-theistic speculations. I shall treat of it at some length, owing to its importance, but I shall treat of it only in so far as it is anti-theistic. It has other aspects and relations, but these I do not require to consider. With much that has sometimes been included in materialism, I have fortunately here no concern.
Materialists  have  not  unfrequently  sought  to